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Abstract 
 
Blended with the forces of mobility, migration, globalization and border-crossing, the global 
spread of English as an international language and its diverse set of implications challenge and 
revamp our inherent assumptions and practices about the English language, teaching and 
learning and language policy and planning. Today, various stakeholders (e.g. educators, policy 
makers and English language users) are faced with an additional layer of complexity, in terms of 
addressing the "local" in the "global" and "global" in the "local”. Thus, the translinguistic and 
transcultural complexity of the glocal negotiation of meaning in interaction (e.g., Blommaert, 
2010; Canagarajah, 2007, 2014; Kubota, 2013; Menard-Warwick, Soares Palmer & Heredia-
Herrera, 2013; Risager, 2007) offers a fertile ground for discussion for the future of the English 
language. Situated at the critical nexus of sociolinguistic and educational planes, this colloquium 
brings together scholars from the Expanding Circle contexts around the following major points 
of debate: (1) Attitudes towards & reactions/resistance against English, (2) English medium 
instruction, (3) Language policy/planning, and (4) preparing teachers/learners for glocal 
interaction. 
 
The overarching goal of this colloquium is to reflect upon, examine and showcase the interplay 
between “local” and “global” implications and tensions in educational and language 
policy/planning realms. Scholars from various contexts in the Expanding Circle will share their 
insights and reflections on various aspects of the English as an international language 
phenomenon. Ultimately, we hope that these discussions, at the intersection of sociolinguistics 
and education, will offer intellectual spaces, discourses and practices that are conducive to not 
only international/global but also local, plural and particular roles and functions of the English 
language. 
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